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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: Fairbairn, et al. 
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Case: amat/1571.C3/dsm/bcvd/jw 



Serial No.: 10/680,656 



Filed: October 6, 2003 



Examiner: MacArthur, Sylvia 



Group Art Unit: 1763 



Confirmation No.: 5797 



Title: TANDEM PROCESS 
CHAMBER 



MAIL STOP Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

PETITION FOR CLAIMING BENEFIT OF EARLIER FILING DATE 

Applicants respectfully petition the Commissioner under 37 C.F.R. §1.78 for 
claiming the benefit of the earlier effective filing date of prior-filed non-provisional 
application No. 08/751,524, now United States Patent Number 6,152,070, filed 
November 18, 1996 in this pending application. The common inventors in the above 
mentioned prior-filed nonprovisional application and this pending application are Kevin 
Fairbairn, Jessica Barzilai, Hah K. Ponnekanti, and W.N. (Nick) Taylor. 

The present application properly was filed as a continuation application of United 
States Patent Application Serial No. 09/575,025, filed on May 19, 2000, now Patent No. 
6,635,115 ('115 Patent). However, the Applicants inadvertently failed to claim benefit of 
the entire priority chain of the '115 Patent, which is a continuation application of United 
State Patent Application Serial No. 08/751,524, filed on November 18, 1996, now 
Patent No. 6,152,070, at the time the present application was originally filed. In 
accordance with the requirements set forth in 37 CFR 1.78, Applicants submit the 
following: 
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(i) The reference to the prior application required 37 C.F.R. §1. 78(a)(3) is 
concurrently submitted in Applicants' Response to the Office Action dated August 31, 
2006; 

(ii) The fee of $1,370.00 as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(t) has been paid 
using the Patent Office Electronic Business Center. The Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any additional fees which may be required for this petition to Deposit Account 
No. 20-0782; and 

(iii) The Applicants state that the entire delay between the date the priority 
claim was due under 37 C.F.R. §1.78(a)(2)(ii) and the date this claim was filed was 
unintentional. 



Respectfully submitted, 





KEITH TABOADA 
Attorney Reg. No. 45,150 
(732) 530-9404 



Patterson & Sheridan, LLP 
595 Shrewsbury Avenue 
Suite 100 

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
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